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Letter from the Chair
On behalf of the Board of Directors, I am 
proud to reflect on a strong and impactful 
year for Saginaw Future Inc. in 2025. 
Together with our public and private 
partners, we advanced projects that 
strengthened Saginaw County’s economy, 
supported business growth, and positioned 
our community for long-term success. 
 
This year, Saginaw County saw continued 
momentum in manufacturing, logistics, and 
emerging industries, along with new capital 
investment and job creation. Strategic site 
development, infrastructure readiness, and 
talent initiatives helped make our county 
competitive in a challenging economic 
environment. 
 
Equally important, we deepened 
partnerships across the Great Lakes Bay 
Region and demonstrated that collaboration 
remains our greatest asset. These 
accomplishments reflect the resilience, 
innovation, and commitment of our 
businesses, workforce, and communities. 
 
Thank you for your continued support and 
belief in Saginaw County’s future.

Kevin Albosta
Chair, Saginaw Future Inc. Board of Directors
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No PROJECT INVESTMENT JOBS

1. 303 Adams: Housing Development $11,000,000 10

2. 400 Federal Brownfield $2,100,000 ~

3. Abele Greenhouse & Garden Center $45,000 3

4. Amsted Automotive  $34,493 21

5. Cignys $3,800,000 50

6. Clearbrooke Enterprises $281,935 2

7. Corning Inc. $600,000,000 350

8. Covenant HealthCare $60,000,000 ~

9. Duperon Corporation $7,025 ~

10. Eagle Creek Solar Park $250,600,000 4

11. Ebony Elevate Beauty School $200,000 4

12. Fullerton Tool Company $75,080 44

13. Gordie's Bar $140,000 18

14. Grapp Lerash CPAs and Advisors $1,500,000 12

15. Hex Equipment $50,000 6

16. Hunger Solution Center $8,800,000 ~

17. J.R. Heineman & Sons, Inc. $103,500 30

18. Kapex Manufacturing $530,000 2

19. Kremin Inc. $1,150,000 40

20. Lazy Dog Pizza $2,400,000 ~

21. Menards Inc. $21,000,000 81

22. MKR Fabricators $150,000 7

23. Morley Companies, Inc. $1,400,000 ~

24. Nexteer Automotive $23,000,000 ~

25. Prahi Enterprises LLC $3,000,000 7

26. Saginaw Community Food Club & Kitchen $96,300 ~

27. The Savoy $177,000 7

28. The Schuch Hotel $3,504,000 25

29. TPI Powder Metallurgy $1,413 ~

TOTAL $995,145,746 723

2025 Projects
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963

36,913

12,610

$961,693,909

$10,559,056,986

Services & 
Expertise
Saginaw Future assists companies 
to secure or identify funding sources, 
incentive packaging, provides 
site location services, pursues 
government contracts, connects with 
export assistance, job training and 
other resources. SFI also serves as 
an advocate for business investment 
projects, connects with resources to 
address workforce needs and serves 
as a community liaison through our 
service contracts with local and 
state government partners. SFI also 
continues to promote efforts to attract 
and develop talent.

RESULTS 1992-2025
PROJECTS

JOBS CREATED/RETAINED

GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS

VALUE OF CONTRACTS

NEW INVESTMENT

To advance economic growth in 
Saginaw County​

Mission

Tom Miller Jr.
President & CEO

Delena Spates Allen
APEX Accelerators 
Director

Greg LaMarr
Communications & 
Marketing Director

Stephanie Bauer
Chief Financial 
Officer

SFI is the sole economic 
development organization in 
Saginaw County, maximizing 
diversified growth, job creation 
and retention, and business 
investment. Creating a positive 
environment for business and 
community to thrive.

Vision
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County of Saginaw
•	 Great Lakes Tech Park
•	 Economic Development  
	 Corporation of the County  
	 of Saginaw
•	 Saginaw County Brownfield 	
	 Redevelopment Authority
•	 Saginaw County Brownfield	
	 Revolving Loan Fund
•	 Annual Economic Report

•	 Management of the Saginaw 
Downtown Development 
Authority

•	 Saginaw Soup 
Entrepreneurship Program

•	 Citywide economic 
development assistance

•	 Bond Rating Agency 
	 Research and updated  
	 economic data
•	 Sites/buildings for potential 

County facilities
•	 Provides research and 

assistance for specific 
requests

SAGINAW FUTURE ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICES
City of Saginaw Region 5

•	 Coordinate meetings for 
six economic development 
organizations in eight-county 
region

•	 Represent Region 5  
	 on MEDC Collaborative  
	 Development Council
•	 Lead projects for Region 5

SAGINAW DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

5 FACADE IMPROVEMENT GRANTS $20,000 IN GRANT AWARDS, $169,530 TOTAL 
INVESTMENT

5 SPECIAL EVENT GRANTS $8,250 SPECIAL EVENT GRANTS AWARDED

1 MATCH ON MAIN GRANT $25,000 GRANT SUPPORTS NEW OR EXPANDING 
PLACE-BASED BUSINESSES

54 FLOWER POT RECEPTACLES DOWNTOWN AND OLD TOWN

30 HOLIDAY PLANTERS DOWNTOWN AND OLD TOWN

78 LED SNOWFLAKES DOWNTOWN AND OLD TOWN

Stephanie Bauer
Chief Financial 
Officer

Steve Hensley
Community 
& Economic 
Development Director

Grace Smith 
Economic 
Development 
Coordinator

Brady Duke
Economic 
Development 
Coordinator

Rachel Morneau 
Executive Assistant 
& Operations 
Coordinator

Rebecca Younk 
APEX Procurement 
Specialist

Saginaw Future entered into an agreement for services with the City of Saginaw in 2015 to administer the 
Saginaw Downtown Development Authority (DDA). SFI has assisted the DDA in passing a 2-mil tax levy 
which collects approximately $150,000 annually. Those funds are utilized to enhance, promote, and foster 
growth and development in Downtown and Old Town Saginaw. 
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Saginaw Future Inc. BOARD OF DIRECTORS

AB Ghosh*
Vice Chair  

Hausbeck Pickles & Peppers
Past Chair 

Huntington Bank

Tim Hausbeck* Seth Perigo* Tom Miller Jr., CEcD*
Secretary/Treasurer  
HSC and Corning

President & CEO  
Saginaw Future Inc.

Chair  
Covenant HealthCare

Kevin Albosta*

City of Frankenmuth

Bridget Smith
City of Saginaw UA Local 85 Plumbers, Steamfitters 

& HVACR Service Tech‘s

Brenda Moore** Justin Pomerville
Mid-Michigan Area  

Labor Council

Angie Miller
UMBRA GROUP

Kathy Moodie

Pumford Construction UAW Region 1-D

Greg Turner Chad WurtzelEric Snidersich
Mobile Medical Response, Inc. Great Lakes Bay  

Michigan Works!

Kristen Wenzel**
Frankenmuth Insurance

Beth Wright

Consumers Energy

Kristin Karwat
Buena Vista Charter Township

Mary Catharine 
Hannah**

Torrie Lee Kyle McCreeShane Hunt
MyMichigan Medical Center 

Saginaw 
Garber Management Group

County of Saginaw 

D&JD Partners

Dan Dralle
AT&T

Gavin GoetzPaul Furlo
Morley Companies, Inc.  Saginaw Valley State

University

Dr. George Grant
Nexteer Automotive

Laura Bierlein

Saginaw County  
Chamber of Commerce

Eugene Seals, Jr*
Dow

Tim Morales* Michael Webster* Kyle Bandlow
City of Saginaw Saginaw County Board of 

Commissioners
Saginaw Control and 

Engineering

Scott Baldauf

Ed Lesniak Huntington BankNew 2026 MEMBER
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Corning Increases 
Investment & Jobs at 
Saginaw County Solar 
Facility

Corning Incorporated recently 
announced an acceleration of 
its advanced manufacturing 
operations in Saginaw County, 
Mich., to support increasing 
demand for U.S.-made solar 
components. Corning’s new 
manufacturing facility is expected 
to create approximately 400 
more, high-paying jobs for a total 
of 1,500. The new $1.5 billion 
facility will extend Corning’s 
opportunity in the solar market, 
building off its leadership 
position in the manufacture of 
hyper-pure polysilicon through 
its ownership of Hemlock 
Semiconductor (HSC). This 
development is anticipated to 
bolster Michigan’s position in 
the clean energy sector and 
contribute significantly to the 
local economy.

Manufacturing is vital 
to Saginaw County 
because it anchors 
the local economy—
providing high-wage 
jobs, supporting 
hundreds of small 
suppliers, and 
driving exports and 
innovation.

Cignys Invests in Thomas Township
Cignys’ Thomas Township manufacturing 
facility is undergoing significant upgrades, 
with a total investment of $3.8 million to 
improve infrastructure and operations. 
The project includes enhancements to the 
facility’s mechanical and electrical systems, 
as well as structural modifications. Project 
highlights include mechanical and electrical 
upgrades, addition of a Bridge Mill, a new 
paint booth and a barn renovation.

Menards Inc.​ Expands in Saginaw
Menards invested $21 million at its Saginaw 
distribution center to build a 38,700-square-
foot bagging facility – the company’s first 
of its kind in Michigan. The new facility will 
package aggregates and Portland cement 
for distribution to Menards retail stores 
across the state. ​The project will retain 76 
existing positions and create five new jobs 
while redeveloping a 30-acre brownfield 
property with a long history of industrial use.
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Award Winning Firm in Old Town

Grapp Lerash was founded in 2018 
and has recently earned national 
recognition by ranking No. 3,824 on 
the Inc. 5,000 list of America’s Fastest-
Growing Private Companies, achieving 
an impressive 98 percent revenue 
growth over three years. 

Past honorees include Microsoft, Meta, 
Chobani, Under Armour, Timberland, 
Oracle, and Patagonia. ​The firm’s 
continued growth also represents a 

significant investment in Old Town 
Saginaw. 

Grapp Lerash now occupies 7,700 
square feet at 122 S. Hamilton St., 
with a total project investment of $1.5 
million. 

Saginaw Future assisted the business 
in activating a $5,000 DDA facade 
improvement grant to support exterior 
signage upgrades at its new location.

303 Adams ​Housing 
Development

Shaheen Development is investing 
$11 million in the redevelopment of 
properties along Adams St. in Old 
Town into a new four-story mixed-
use building with two ground-floor 
commercial spaces and 30 upper-floor 
apartments. The project also includes 
the construction of two three-story 
townhomes, covered and surface 
parking and new green space along 
S. Niagara St. The City of Saginaw 
approved a Brownfield Plan to assist 
with demolition and site preparation.
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New Life for Historic 
Schuch Hotel
The historic Schuch Hotel property 
is located at 301 N. Hamilton 
St. It was originally constructed 
in 1868 during the height of the 
lumbering era. This three-story, 
12,176-square-foot building has a 
rich history and has most recently 
operated as a restaurant and bar. 
The developer plans to rehabilitate 
the property, transforming it into 
a mixed-use development with 
a restaurant and bar, and 12 
upstairs apartments.

Major Expansion for 
Hunger Solutions Center​
The $8.8 million Hunger Solution 
Center expansion will serve as 
the home of Hidden Harvest 
and the East Side Soup Kitchen, 
enabling both organizations to 
work side by side to reduce food 
insecurity throughout the Great 
Lakes Bay Region. SFI aided 
the Hunger Solutions Center in 
becoming a recipient of a $5,000 
DDA facade improvement grant to 
support digital sign upgrades at 
its soon-to-expanded site.

Modern Warehousing in 
Downtown
Shaheen Development is 
investing $2.1 million to redevelop 
400 Federal Ave., the former 
Jacobson’s building, into a 
modern packing and receiving 
warehouse in downtown 
Saginaw. The project will 
transform a long-underutilized 
two-story commercial building 
through selective demolition, 
environmental remediation, and 
extensive interior and exterior 
renovations. 
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$5,000 +
•	 Bierlein Companies, Inc.
•	 DTE Energy
•	 Frank N. Andersen 

Foundation
•	 Frankenmuth Insurance
•	 Fullerton Tool Company, Inc.
•	 Hausbeck Pickle Company
•	 Independent Bank
•	 ITC Holdings Corporation
•	 John E. Green Company
•	 LIUNA Local 1098
•	 MSA Ventures II, LLC
•	 PNC Bank Foundation
•	 Saginaw Control & 

Engineering
•	 Saginaw Valley State 

University
•	 Shaheen Development
•	 Spence Brothers

$2,500 + 
•	 1st State Bank

•	 Allen E. and Marie A. Nickless   
Memorial Foundation

•	 Bavarian Inn Lodge
•	 CMU Medical Education 

Partners
•	 Covenant Active Medical Staff
•	 Duperon Corporation
•	 EDP Renewables
•	 Glastender Incorporated
•	 IBEW 557/ NECA
•	 Isabella Bank
•	 KEEL - (formerly Merrill 

Technologies Group)
•	 Kurek Tool
•	 Lake State Railway
•	 LB Transportation Group
•	 Mercantile Bank
•	 Michigan Sugar Company
•	 Mid Michigan Truss & 

Components LLC
•	 Pumford Construction, 

Incorporated
•	 R & R Ready-Mix Inc
•	 Rehmann

•	 Saginaw Bay Underwriters
•	 Saginaw River Development, 

LLC
•	 Sargent Docks & Terminal
•	 Spicer Group
•	 Standard Electric Company
•	 Star of the West Milling 

Company
•	 Three Rivers Corporation
•	 Tri-Star Trust Bank
•	 Wickson-Link Memorial 

Foundation
•	 Wolgast Corporation
•	 Zehnders of Frankenmuth

$1,000 +
•	 A.C. Klopf, Inc.
•	 Alice Turner Memorial Trust
•	 Amigo Mobility International
•	 Amsted Automotive - Means 

Industries
•	 Applied Innovation
•	 Blue Thumb
•	 Braun Kendrick Finkbeiner P.L.C.

S A G I N A W  F U T U R E  I N C .  2 0 2 5  C O N T R I B U T O R S

Saginaw Future Inc. Gold ContributorsGold Contributors $10,000+



ANNUAL REPORT

11

2025

•	 Bronner’s CHRISTmas 
Wonderland

•	 Century 21 Signature Realty
•	 Crossroads Title Agency
•	 Dale Carnegie Training
•	 Delta College
•	 Dr. Samuel Shaheen Family 

Foundation
•	 Employee Benefit Resources
•	 Endurance Carbide
•	 Frankenmuth Credit Union
•	 Future Insurance Agency, Inc.
•	 Gardner, Provenzano, 

Thomas, & Luplow, P.C.
•	 General Motors
•	 Horizons Conference Center
•	 Howard Structural Steel Inc.
•	 Jolt Credit Union
•	 Kapex Manufacturing LLC
•	 Mahar Tool Supply Company
•	 MBS International Airport
•	 MSA Ventures, LLC
•	 NBS Commercial Interiors
•	 Pinnacle Design
•	 R.C. Hendrick & Son, Inc.
•	 Remer Plumbing & Heating
•	 Robert E. Stark & Martin H. 

Stark Foundation
•	 SPACE, Inc.
•	 Straits Corporation
•	 Team One Credit Union
•	 The Mayan Agency
•	 Triterra
•	 Wildfire Credit Union
•	 William A. Kibbe & Associates
•	 Wirt-Rivette Group
•	 Yeo & Yeo CPAs

$100 +
•	 AKT Peerless
•	 American Maintenance and 

Cleaning Services
•	 Andrews, Hooper & Pavlik, 

P.L.C.
•	 Answer Heating and Cooling
•	 Art Sample Furniture

•	 Big Rock Machining (formerly 
Chesaning Manufacturing, 
Jetool)

•	 Dart Bank
•	 DML Management Inc.
•	 Emil Rummel Agency
•	 Essex Energy
•	 Frankenmuth Woolen Mill
•	 Freeland Bean and Grain Inc.
•	 Health Advantage Federal 

Credit Union
•	 HReed Consulting
•	 InCal Technologies, 

Incorporated
•	 Looby & Baumgarten, P.C.
•	 Panda Promotional Products
•	 Rifkin Scrap Iron and Metal 

Company
•	 Schaefer & Bierlein
•	 Trademark Commercial
•	 WTA Architects
•	 Yeo & Yeo Technology
•	 Zatkoff Seals & Packing
•	 Zehnder & Associates, PC

Sponsors
•	 AT&T
•	 Consumers Energy  

Foundation
•	 DTE Energy
•	 Great Lakes Bay Michigan 

Works!
•	 Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation
•	 Nexteer Automotive

In-Kind
•	 Award and Sports
•	 Frankenmuth Chamber of 

Commerce and Convention & 
Visitors Bureau

•	 NetSource One, Inc.
•	 Reimold Printing Corporation
•	 WNEM-TV5

APEX Funding
•	 Michigan Economic 

Development Corporation
•	 U.S. Department of Defense

Local Government  
Contracts

•	 County of Saginaw  	  
$200,000

•	 City of Saginaw  	   
$102,500

•	 Saginaw DDA  	   
$38,000

•	 Thomas Township  
$9,000

•	 City of Frankenmuth 
$7,500

•	 Saginaw Charter Township	
$7,500

•	 Buena Vista Charter Township 
DDA $6,600

•	 Richland Township  	  
$5,000

•	 Bridgeport Charter Township 
DDA  
$4,000

•	 Tittabawassee Township 
$3,000

•	 Carrollton Township  
$1,800

•	 Kochville Township DDA	  
$1,500

•	 Village of Chesaning  
$1,200

•	 Chesaning Township  	  
$500

•	 City of Zilwaukee  	  
$500

•	 Village of Birch Run  	  
$500

•	 Village of Merrill  	   
$500

•	 Village of St. Charles  	  
$500

•	 Spaulding Township  	  
$400

S A G I N A W  F U T U R E  I N C .  2 0 2 5  C O N T R I B U T O R S
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Prahi Enterprises Project 
in Swan Creek
Located on the corner of M-52 
and Swan Creek Rd, Prahi 
Enterprises broke ground on its 
new $3 million convenience store 
and quick service restaurant. Prahi 
Enterprises has demolished the 
existing building structure and 
will develop a new, single-story 
gasoline filling station, convenience 
store, and quick service restaurant 
totaling 3,000 sq. ft. SFI assisted 
the company with a commercial 
rehabilitation abatement.

Hub Grant Supports Lazy 
Dog Pizza Project
Lazy Dog Pizza Inc., a woman-
owned business, is relocating and 
renovating the space at the former 
Frankenmuth Farmers Market. As 
part of this move, the company is 
committing an estimated $2.2 to 
$2.4 million toward the renovation 
and expansion of its restaurant. 
These improvements will enhance 
both customer experience and 
operational efficiency. The Hub 
grant is being used to support key 
infrastructure upgrades.

Kremin Inc.​ Expanding in 
Frankenmuth
Kremin Inc., located in the 
Frankenmuth Business Park, 
is advancing with a significant 
expansion project valued at 
$1.15 million. Since undergoing 
an ownership and leadership 
transition in 2010, the company 
has diversified its operations to 
focus on prototype and production 
contract manufacturing. The 
company will create six new 
jobs while retaining its existing 
workforce of 34 employees.
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Kapex Manufacturing 
Expanding in Saginaw 
Kapex Manufacturing LLC recently 
acquired Jag, a Saugatuck, MI-
based company, and consolidated 
all operations at its Saginaw 
facility, increasing revenue by 
$500,000. To support this growth, 
Kapex expanded its production 
space from 3,000 to 11,000 sq. 
ft. by purchasing the facility it 
was leasing within. The company 
continues to collaborate with Great 
Lakes Bay Michigan Works! and 
the Saginaw Career Complex.

Continued Growth for 
Morley Companies
Morley Companies marked a 
successful year with strong 
growth, client expansion, 
and continued innovation 
across customer experience, 
technology, and workforce 
solutions. Morley is now serving 
over 60 Fortune 500 / Global 
500 Brands, employing full-time 
associates across 20 states. 
The company’s 2025 capital 
investment in Saginaw totaled 
$1.4 million. 

Clearbrooke Grows
in Tittabawassee Township
Clearbrooke Enterprises, 
headquartered in Tittabawassee 
Township, is a woman-owned, 
Michigan-based lab-to-label 
contract manufacturer serving 
personal care and household 
cleaning brands, operating from 
an FDA, EPA, and Halal-certified 
facility. Clearbrooke is expanding 
its manufacturing footprint by 
10,000 sq. ft. and received a 
Hub grant that will support the 
company’s investment.



New Eagle Creek Solar Park

Eagle Creek Solar Park is a wholly 
owned subsidiary of EDP Renewables 
North America LLC and is developing 
a ground-mounted Solar Energy 
System or Solar Park. The Eagle Creek 
Solar Park includes a 120-megawatt 
(MW) alternating current (AC) solar 
photovoltaic (PV) energy-generating 
facility on approximately 831 acres of 
agricultural land in Fremont Township., 
west of St. Charles. 

The park will generate enough clean 

energy to power the equivalent of 
32,000 Michigan homes. The project 
represents a capital investment of 
approximately $250 million. In addition, 
the project will generate more than $30 
million in tax revenue supporting local 
schools and community services over 
the operational life of the project. 

Hundreds of construction jobs will be 
created as well as several permanent 
jobs during the operational phase of the 
project.

Workforce Development 
for Fullerton Tool

Fullerton Tool Company operates 
manufacturing facilities in the City of 
Saginaw and Thomas Township. The 
company produces a comprehensive 
range of high-quality products — 
including end mills, drills, reamers, burrs, 
saws, key-seat cutters, and custom 
tooling — engineered to meet the 
diverse needs of industries worldwide.​ 
Fullerton Tool was recently awarded a 
Going PRO Talent Fund grant to support 
the training of 44 employees across 12 
specialized courses.

ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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Training Grant for Amsted Automotive

Saginaw Community Food Club 
Under Construction
The Saginaw Community Food Club & 
Kitchen is a non-profit grocery store that 
prioritizes choice, participation, affordability 
and access to healthy food. The store will 
be in a new building on the block of Franklin, 
Meredith and Holden Streets; just west of 
MyMichigan Medical Center Saginaw. This 
project is an innovative solution to food 
insecurity that provides members the ability 
to shop with points based on income levels 
and to access fresh, wholesome food. 

Going PRO Grant for J.R. 
Heineman & Sons, Inc.
Established in 1910, J.R. Heineman & Sons, 
Inc. is a general construction company 
headquartered in the City of Saginaw. The 
company’s project portfolio spans a wide 
range of industries, including commercial, 
financial, retail, industrial, healthcare, 
educational sectors, and special projects.​ 
J.R. Heineman & Sons received a Going 
PRO Talent Fund grant to support the 
training of 30 existing U.S. Department of 
Labor registered apprentices. 

Amsted Automotive was established in 2021 following the merger of two core Tier1 
automotive supply units of Amsted Industries: Means Industries and Burgess-
Norton. Amsted’s Saginaw facilities specialize in transmission systems and other 
automotive components, while also including work related to electric vehicle 
technologies. ​The Going PRO Talent Fund grant will provide direct support to its 
Saginaw location, aiding 21 employees for 13 manufacturing-related technical skills 
courses. The company’s primary operations are based in the United States.



New Technology for Nexteer 

Nexteer Automotive continues to 
invest in cutting-edge technology and 
sustainability at its Saginaw, Michigan 
operations, reinforcing the region’s role 
in future mobility. 

At the Saginaw site, the company has 
activated a 25-acre solar field with 
over 17,000 panels that will generate 
renewable energy, lower emissions 
and reduce operational costs as part 
of its broader commitment to clean 
technology and innovation. 

These investments support Nexteer’s 
work on advanced steering, 
electrification and motion control 
systems while strengthening its 
foothold in Michigan’s automotive tech 
ecosystem. 

Through strategic upgrades and 
sustainable initiatives, Nexteer 
is driving long-term growth and 
technological leadership in Saginaw’s 
manufacturing and R&D landscape.

New Ebony Elevate 
Beauty School

Saginaw Future provided key support 
in the successful launch of Ebony 
Elevate Beauty School, including the 
development of operational policies 
and procedures. SFI also helped to 
establish a strategic partnership with 
the Saginaw Career Complex through 
direct engagement with its leadership 
team to explore collaborative initiatives.​ 
SFI supported the creation of a working 
relationship with Great Lakes Bay 
Michigan Works! and Buena Vista 
Charter Township. 
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Government Contractor of the Year

Multiple Projects for Covenant 
HealthCare
Investment in Saginaw’s health care sector 
continues to accelerate. The Covenant 
HealthCare College of Medicine at Central 
Michigan University represents a $40 million 
commitment, and the Medical Diamond 
West and the Extraordinary Neighborhood 
initiative reflect additional multi-million-dollar 
investments. A multi-facility development 
located at W. Genesee Ave. and Michigan 
Ave. also includes a key partnership with the 
Saginaw County Health Department.

Abele Greenhouse & Garden Center
to Host Weddings & Events
Abele Greenhouse is expanding its 
operations to include wedding and event 
hosting, building on the success of its 
initial events held in 2024 and spring 2025. 
The project was awarded a $20,000 Hub 
grant to support the owner’s investment of 
$25,000 for the event planning equipment. 
SFI played a key role in connecting Abele 
Greenhouse to the grant.The project is 
expected to result in the hiring of three part-
time staff and one full-time coordinator.

Dresco Machining is a precision machining company serving government and 
commercial customers with high-quality, dependable manufacturing solutions. 
The company specializes in CNC machining, precision metal components, custom 
machined parts, and tight-tolerance manufacturing, delivering accurate results from 
prototype through full production. In 2025, Dresco was awarded approximately 873 
contracts totaling $2,988,511, demonstrating the company’s strong performance 
record, responsiveness, and commitment to meeting government requirements.
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MKR Fabricators Receive 
$25,000 Industry 4.0 Grant
MKR Fabricators is a full-service 
fabrication and machining 
company, providing service to the 
aerospace, defense, automotive, 
chemical, and food processing 
industries.​ MKR invested 
$125,000 in automation that will 
provide opportunities to produce 
new products, insource outside 
work, reduce cost, and advance 
integration of automation into its 
system. Two jobs were retained 
and five new jobs were created.

Gordie’s Bar Opens in the 
Bancroft
Gordie’s Bar, located in the 
historic Bancroft Building in 
Downtown Saginaw, offers a 
comfortable gathering place for 
friends, families, and coworkers, 
featuring craft cocktails, cold beer, 
live entertainment, and game-
day specials.​ The new business 
included a full kitchen buildout — 
complete with a hood and exhaust 
system — along with extensive 
interior design and exterior 
signage improvements. 

Savoy Renovations in 
Downtown Saginaw
SFI via the Saginaw DDA applied 
for and received on behalf of the 
Savoy a $25,000 Match on Main 
Grant through the MEDC. The 
grant is to support activation of 
the second floor of the bar as 
an event space. The project is 
ongoing and is slated to open in 
2026. The event space is going 
to add seven jobs to the Savoy 
team. The 14,800 sq.ft. Savoy 
Bar & Grill project was a $177,000 
investment.



ANNUAL REPORT

19

2025

Export Assistance for TPI 
Powder Metallurgy
TPI Powder Metallurgy 
manufactures powder metal 
components, specializing in 
custom parts and assemblies 
for automotive, hydraulic, 
and other industries. The St. 
Charles-based manufacturer 
received a MI-STEP grant. The 
Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation International Trade 
team offers financial assistance 
for exporting activities.

STEP Grant for Duperon 
Corporation
Duperon Corporation is the leader 
in simple, adaptive screening 
technologies and provides 
solutions for coarse, fine, low 
flow and ultra screening, along 
with washing, compacting, and 
conveying. Duperon received a 
Michigan State Trade Expansion 
Program (MI-STEP) grant for 
$7,025 in export assistance 
from the Michigan Economic 
Development Corporation 
(MEDC) International Trade team.

HEX Equipment is 
Modernizing Operations
HEX Equipment was founded 
in 1979 as a family-owned 
medical manufacturing company 
and has grown into a global 
innovator with equipment 
deployed across six continents. 
With support from SFI and a 
Michigan Industry 4.0 grant, HEX 
is modernizing its operations 
through advanced manufacturing 
and comprehensive cybersecurity 
investments. The $50,000 
investment led to four new jobs. 
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