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Doug Rothwell is President & CEO of Business Leaders for 
Michigan, an organization with a mission to make Michigan a Top 
Ten state for economic growth and a board consisting of CEO’s 
from the state’s largest employers. He founded both Business 
Leaders for Michigan and the Michigan Economic Development 
Corporation which have become two of the most prominent 
organizations driving the state's economy.  
 
Having served as a CEO or senior executive in the public, private 
and non-profit sectors, Doug successfully led both large and small 
organizations by focusing on outcomes, building the support of 
stakeholders, designing strong plans and paying attention to detail. 
He brings a creative, entrepreneurial mindset to a task and easily navigates the intersection 
of business, policy and community.  
 
Respected by both political parties and small and large business leaders, Doug chaired 
Delaware Governor Mike Castle's and Michigan Governor Rick Snyder’s Transition Teams 
and received the most prestigious honor awarded by the National Governors Association 
for his years of public service. 
 
Doug graduated with a Masters of Public Administration degree from the University of 
North Carolina at Chapel Hill and a Bachelor of Arts degree from the University of 
Delaware and completed the John F. Kennedy School’s Program for Senior Executives in 
State and Local Government at Harvard University. 
 
His personal interests include design and architecture, history and North Carolina 
basketball. 
 
https://businessleadersformichigan.com  

 
 


